
2026 Professional volunteer opportunities

College Bowl
The GMiS College Bowl returns for the 38th Annual GMiS Conference! This high-energy program brings together 
teams of students and seasoned professionals in a collaborative competition spanning the full three-day confer-
ence experience. Participants benefit from meaningful, sustained interaction with engineers, scientists, technology 
professionals, and recruiters—creating valuable opportunities to expand both peer and mentor networks.

College Bowl Coach:
Enjoy motivating students to discover their talents and abilities? Then you are perfect for this role!  Guide a team 
of eight STEM students through team-based challenges designed to sharpen their leadership, networking, and 
professional skills.  Witness the impact of your coaching as they sharpen and strengthen vital skills.

	 Pre-Conference Commitment 
	 • 3 virtual training meetings 1 month, 2 weeks, and 1 week out.
	 • Available to communicate by email

	 At Conference Commitment
 	 • Check-in Thursday noon, Check-Out Sunday morning
	 • Fully engaged with students Thursday-afternoon and Friday, and Celebrate Saturday evening 

College Bowl Judge:
Option1: This high-energy challenge relies on engaged judges to score the competitions, as our STEM students put 
their team-building and motivational skills to the test. Join in the fun and help us determine which team takes home 
the top honors! 

Option 2: Ready to spot the standout leaders of tomorrow? This high-energy collegiate challenge relies on your 
professional standards to score the next generation of STEM talent as they put their skills to the test. Join us as an 
official scoring judge to objectively benchmark their performance and help determine who takes home the top honors! 

	 Pre-Conference Commitment
	 • 3 virtual training meetings 1 month, 2 weeks, and 1 week out.
	 • Available to communicate by email
	  
	 At Conference Commitment
	 • Check-in Thursday noon, Check-Out Sunday morning
	 • Judging on Friday, and Celebrate Saturday evening 

The 38th Annual GMiS Conference is the perfect opportunity to give back by
volunteering your time to inspire college students pursuing degrees in STEM. 

Meet us in Albuquerque  September 17-19, 2026!
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VENTURE BOT COMPETITION
New for 2026, this competition blends cutting-edge AI technology with essential business and leadership strategy. 
Teams of 4–6 STEM students engineer a competitive bot while developing a comprehensive business plan and cost 
analysis. In a high-stakes, Shark Tank-style presentation, participants pitch their design and corporate strategy to 
professional judges. The event culminates in a tactical arena where bots face off to determine a champion.

Venture BOT Coach:
Are you ready to mentor the next generation of tech visionaries in the ultimate AI showdown? Step up to coach a 
team of 4–6 STEM students as they develop and pitch their BOT’s design, strategy, and cost analysis in a Shark 
Tank-style arena. Your leadership will guide them through head-to-head paired matchups, where the team with the 
best win-loss record and presentation claims the championship!

	 Pre-Conference Commitment
	 • 2 virtual training meetings 1 month, 2 weeks out.
	 •  Available to communicate by email

	 At Conference Commitment
	 • Check-in Thursday noon, Check-Out Sunday morning
	 • CoachingThursday evening and Friday, compete Friday and Saturday, and celebrate Saturday evening

Venture BOT Judge:
We invite you to serve as a scoring judge for our AI-driven Venture Bot Competition. In this role, you will evaluate 
each team’s Shark Tank-style pitch, focusing on their technical design, cost analysis, and strategic vision. Join 
us at the judging table to witness high-level “co-opetition” and help crown the winner based on their professional 
excellence and arena performance.

	 Pre-Conference Commitment
	 • 2 virtual training meetings 1 month, 2 weeks out.
	 • Available to communicate by email 

	 At Conference Commitment
	 • Check-in Thursday noon, Check-Out Sunday morning
	 • Judging on Friday and Saturday, and Celebrate Saturday evening 

Research poster competition judge
A regular and popular draw at the GMiS Conference, the Research Poster Competition gives graduate and un-
dergraduate students in STEM, computing, health, and medicine the opportunity to compete and showcase their 
scientific and technical expertise. Students submit a comprehensive technical abstract, from which GMiS will se-
lect up to 175 presenters to draft and display their posters at the conference. Judges will engage students who will 
present their work to them at scheduled times and then score and rank them for final tallying by the GMiS team. 

	 Pre-Conference Commitment 
	 • 1 virtual meeting approximately 1 hour in length for orientation and logistical review 2 weeks prior
	 • One 30-minute meeting and up to 3 hours of judging and tallying on Thursday 9/17 or Friday 9/18
	 • Available to communicate by email and text

	 At Conference Commitment
	 • Check-in Thursday, Check-Out Saturday or Sunday
	 • One 30-minute meeting and up to 3 hours of judging and tallying on Thursday 9/17 or Friday 9/18

38th ƒnnuƒl

Albuquerque, New Mexico
SEPTEMBER 17-19, 2026

2026 GMiS Conference • September 17-19 in Albuquerque, NM • www.gmisconference.org page 2 of 3



2026 Professional
volunteer opportunities

Resume Review Workshops and Speed Networking
GMiS will host multiple events designed for close student-professional interactions.  Resume Re-
view Sessions are scheduled events where professionals spend up to 15 minutes one-on-one with 
a student to evaluate their resumes and provide guidance on improving it. At the Speed Networking 
events, students join groups of 6-8 and rotate tables in order to meet and network with profession-
als to discuss a variety of topics from hiring strategies to career pathways to work/life balance.

	 Pre-Conference Commitment
	 • 1 virtual meeting approximately 1 hour in length for orientation and logistical review
	    1-2 weeks  before conference
	 • Available to communicate by email and text

	 At Conference Commitment
	 • Check-in Thursday, Check-Out Saturday or Sunday
	 • Up to 1.5 hours for each resume review session and speed networking event

Sponsor a GMiS Scholars STEM Scholarship
Corporations, government agencies, affinity groups, and individuals are invited to support the academic
pursuits of GMiS STEM Scholars. All GMiS STEM Scholars maintain a minimum 3.0 GPA, are enrolled
full-time in a STEM degree program at an accredited college or university in the U.S. or Puerto Rico, and 
demonstrate service and leadership.  Scholarship can be in your name, or it can be a tribute to someone
you designate. Donations begin at $750. 

	 Pre-Conference Commitment (Optional)
	 • Opt-in to reveiw pre-approved applicants and select your scholar based on your
	   preference of school, major, or other criteria

	 At Conference Commitment (Optional)
	 • Meet your scholar(s) and pin them at the pinning ceremony
	 • Present your scholarship to your scholar(s) and the College Night Reception
	   Saturday, September 19, 2026.

*To create yout GMiS Scholarship, contact Mayra Ventura at mventura@greatmindsinstem.org

Donate to Great minds in stem
Can’t break away for the Conference but want to support Great Minds in STEM’s 
mission? We’d be honored if you considered a tax deductiable donation.  Any 
amount, large or small, makes a significant difference.  To contribute, visit www.
greatmindsinstem.org/donate or scan / click / tap the OR Code here ------>

Ready to sign up? sCan / tap / Click the qr code here to be 
taken to our volunteer form where you can let us know 
your interest and avalability.
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